
Campus Outreach 
Incorporating Evangelism

By Ben West

“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 

And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”
—Romans 10:14 



About Me:

• I grew up in in a Christian family
• Studied Mech E. at WashU in St. Louis
• I was shy and introverted, had trouble making friends, 

played a lot of games, outreach wasn’t on my radar
• God showed me that whatever imaginary benefits I 

could get from games, I could get really and eternally 
from seeking Jesus and serving his kingdom
• I accepted Jesus’ Great Commission, specifically to be 

a shepherd for college students, and was encouraged 
in outreach by my wife
• Yet, for a long time I was intimidated by sharing the 

gospel



“Hi, I’m inviting students to a weekly Bible 
study. Would you be interested?”

Pros:
• Reasonably fruitful

• Especially at large school

• Quick & easy
• Non-invasive/

non-confrontational
• Clear

Cons:
• Works on narrow group

• Mostly believers not currently in 
a Bible study

• Including myself as a freshman

• Easy to reject
• Doesn’t lead to conversation
• Not technically evangelism



I sensed a problem:

• Many students who would say No to Bible study had never heard 
the gospel or couldn’t articulate how the Bible teaches one must 
be saved.
• Very few unbelievers came to Bible study, ~1/year
• I tried to share the gospel with one Chinese student, but I found I 

couldn’t explain it clearly or concisely.
• Steve Shadrach: “The biggest mistake I’ve ever made in starting a campus 

ministry was trying to gather all the interested Christians together to launch 
the work, rather than starting from scratch and focusing on evangelism 
among non-Christians.”



“Hi, I’m inviting students to a weekly Bible 
study. Have you ever studied the Bible?”

• If yes, “Have you found a Bible study on campus yet?”
• If no, “What’s your religious background?”

• All the benefits of my previous approach
• Opens way for further conversation
• Probes students’ spiritual background
• Opportunity to share the gospel with students who are 

unchurched
• Caveat: This is just one approach of many possibilities
• But the best evangelistic method is the one you actually do!



Incorporating Evangelism



Start a spiritual conversation (anywhere)

• I try to get to the subject of studying the Bible, and if 
they haven’t, then ask about the main point, since the 
main point of the Bible is the gospel
• You can use various things to get the conversation to 

the Bible
• Weekend plansàchurchàwe heard a message from the Bible
• I’m headed to a Bible studyàhave you ever studied the Bible?
• Read any good books lately? I’ve been reading the Bible (or the 

Gospel of John, or Proverbs…).

• This works for inviting students to Bible study as well.



Start a spiritual conversation (anywhere)

• When they say what they think the main point of the Bible is, I try 
to incorporate their answer into my gospel presentation.
• “Be a good person.” à Yes, the Bible teaches God’s moral standard we must 

be good, but we each failed to be good, and because of God’s goodness, 
which includes justice, we deserved hell… God sent Jesus who did live 
perfectly as a good person but died the terrible death we deserved…

• “Love each other” à Yes, the Bible teaches we must love each other, which 
Jesus said was the 2nd greatest commandment, and the 1st is to love God 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. The Bible also teaches we 
failed to love God and each other, and so we deserved hell. But God loved 
us so much that he sent his Son Jesus, who perfectly loved God and others…



Gospel Presentation Elements

• Basic points I want to hit when presenting the gospel:
• The problem: Sin, Law, Judgment, Hell
• The solution: God’s love, Jesus’ substitutionary death, Jesus’ resurrection
• How to receive: Repent and believe in Jesus
• Invitation to receive forgiveness & eternal life

• Get contact info / give tract / schedule follow-up



Example Gospel Presentation

The main point of the Bible is, God loves us and created us to be in a relationship 
with him, but we broke that relationship by our sins. We usually think of sin as 
breaking the 10 commandments—don’t steal, don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, 
etc.—but more fundamentally, sin is an attitude directed away from God, either 
active opposition against God, or simply excluding him from our lives.
Since sin is rebelling against our created purpose, it’s very serious. The Bible says, 
“the wages of sin is death… but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
This is the good news in the Bible, that “God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish… but have eternal life.” 
God sent his Son Jesus to this world to live a perfect life that we couldn’t live and 
give that perfect goodness to us. Then he paid for all our sins by suffering the 
punishment for them by dying on the cross.
The Bible tells us how to receive that gift: “If you declare with your mouth Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
After Jesus died, he rose again, proving that he fully paid for sin.



After sharing the gospel…

• Would you like to receive the gift of forgiveness and eternal life right 
now?
• If noà What’s the biggest obstacle to believing in Jesus?

• Can lead to some great conversations!

• If yesà Then pray with me a short prayer:
• Lord Jesus…
• I admit that I am a sinner and cannot save myself.
• I believe that you died on the cross to take away my sins and that you rose again.
• Please come into my life as my Lord and Savior.
• Make me into the kind of person you want me to be.
• Amen.



Fielding Objections

• Try to get back to the gospel
• Leverage objections for further conversation

• That’s a great question! I don’t have a good answer for you right now, but 
I’d love to look into that more and get the thoughtful response your 
question deserves. Would you have time to meet up later this week to 
continue our conversation?



Common Objections:

• I’m too busy (taking 20 credits + a job)
• We all make time for what is important to us. 
• Jesus promised, “Seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

[your necessities] will be given to you as well” (Mt 6:33). 

• I study the Bible on my own
• When’s the last time you studied the Bible on your own? What passage did 

you study? What did you learn from it?
• Emphasize the body of Christ—Christians aren’t meant to be lone rangers!



Common Objections:

• I don’t believe in God.
• What evidence brought you to that conclusion? (Often no evidence)
• Would you be open to considering some of the evidence for the existence of God?

• Anthropic principle
• Origin of life
• Resurrection of Jesus

• I’m agnostic
• What do you mean by that? Would you be willing to consider some evidence for the 

existence of God?



Common Objections:

• I’m Muslim.
• Have you studied what the Quran teaches about the Bible?

• 3:3 “…He [Allah] sent down the Torah and the Gospel…”
• 2:89 “…a Scripture [the Quran] came to them from God confirming what they already 

had [the Bible]…”
• 18:27 “…there is no changing His [Allah’s] words…”

• If Allah sent down the Bible (the Torah and the Gospel), don’t you think it’s 
important to study what the Bible says? Would you like to meet up sometime to 
learn more about the message of the Bible?



Common Objections:

• I’m Jewish.
• Have you ever read Isaiah 53? It’s in the Tanakh (OT). It teaches about God’s 

righteous servant (53:11) who was punished for the transgression of his people with 
death (53:8) but then lived again (53:10–12). His punishment brought peace and 
healing to his people (53:5). Does that sound like any historical figure you know of?

• I’m Buddhist/Hindu/Wicken/Unitarian/etc.
• If you don’t know about their religion, just share the gospel normally 



Common Objections:

• I’m gay.
• Emphasize that all people are born with a tendency to violate God’s laws and so 

absolutely need a Savior
• Jesus came to save us from sin and give us a new identity as God’s precious 

children



Common Objections:

• I went to Catholic school / I went through confirmation / (nominal faith)
• Based on your years of schooling, if someone asked you, “How can someone be 

saved from their sins?” what would you tell them?
• Believing in Jesus as Lord means treating him as Lord, including listening and 

obeying to his commands in the Bible



Facing Rejection

• Most students are uninterested and don’t stop to engage
• Rarely students reject rudely, but I should rejoice (Lk 6:22)

• Sometimes students give fake email addresses
• At first it was discouraging, but I got used to it
• I must remember that they are not rejecting me but Jesus
• Our labor for the Lord is not in vain (1Co 15:58)



Results

• Some people express interest in putting their trust in Jesus.
• I’ve prayed on the spot with a few people but couldn’t follow up.

• Many more opportunities to share the gospel and have spiritual 
discussions
• Including several unbelievers meeting to discuss in more depth

• Some believing students come to Bible study, as before
• I’ve been able to have weekly meetings with unbelievers 

(Muslim, atheist, Jewish), and also email dialogue



Conclusion

• Evangelism is important for growing ministry & raising disciples
• The method is not that important, but sharing the gospel is crucial
• The power is not in the right method but in prayer and the gospel
• There are many sheep waiting for a shepherd!

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 
that brings salvation to everyone who believes…”

—Romans 1:17a



Recommended Resources


