JESUS DIED FOR ME (ROMANS 5:8)

(2026 EASTER BIBLE CONFERENCE-KENYA UBF)
2ND -5TH APRIL, 2026 (BY JUMA FUCHINGO)
ROMANS 5:8
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
This year, a total of 157, attendants joined our Easter bible conference. Among them were 46 local leaders and missionaries, 63 students, 8 care givers and 40 second gens.
During this conference, God gave us Romans 5:8 as our theme and key verse ““But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” Through this passage, we prayed that we may all meet Jesus deeply and accept his salvation work on the cross by repenting our sins and being reconciled with God. Indeed God worked very powerfully and many students and leaders confessed their sins genuinely and received spiritual healing through this conference.

At the beginning, we had a big challenge in securing a conference venue. This was because we came to learn that all the venues we had used previously had almost doubled their rates and it became too expensive for us. Especially in our ministry, we promote self-supporting spirit and it is our principle that all graduates pay the full cost while students cover at least 30% of the actual cost. It also became apparent that most students were struggling financially and could not be able to afford the fee. All our effort seemed fruitless. 
As we continued with the search, we began to pray in preparation for the conference two weeks prior to it even though we had not yet secured a venue. We thank God who miraculously used S. Janet to find a new venue that became even more affordable and best in environment compared to our previous venues. We thank God who answered our united prayer and gave us an appropriate venue.

[image: image1]Even though the venue came, one week to the conference, very few Students responded to the call to register and join the conference. The cost was still a mountain to them. Personally I challenged myself that those God wanted to come will eventually come. I was at peace to hold Easter conference for only leaders because I had lost any hope for students to join. As we continued to pray, surprisingly, many registrations began to pour in during the last week to the conference. Eventually God challenged and brought 63 students to join surpassing last year’s 55 students who joined. I repented my lazy attitude and lack of faith when I saw such large numbers of people join our conference. We had expected a total of 120 attendants and the initial venue capacity was 120 but now we had over 150 people registered. God changed our lack of registration into a headache on how to accommodate all of them. We again began to fumble around on whether we should look for a bigger venue. Eventually by prayer and faith, we made a decision to use the venue come what may. God also opened the heart of the venue management to co-work with our leaders and they accepted to increase the bed capacity by adding some extra double decker beds. Eventually all of us were fully and well accommodated in the venue. We became very grateful to God’s leading and showing us what to do at every stage of out conference preparation.
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Now during the conference, this time we prayed to raise a new crop of leaders from among the final year student shepherds. Most of them were first time messengers and testimony speakers. Even though the passages were very challenging, they showed their humility, willingness to learn and obedience to God’s word through their preparation. All messengers trans-knighted in our bible house the last Friday to conference together with three senior local leaders comprising myself, S. Otieno & Kevin. We used this time to pray and guide the messengers in their preparation. Eventually we thank God who used them powerfully to deliver clear messages during the conference.

The opening message came from Genesis chapter 3 with the title “Where are you?” This message was served by S. Clifton who is one of the newly designated fellowship leaders. He repented his sin of pride and self-reliance. He shared that he was hiding behind human knowledge as a lawyer and could not acknowledge and humble before God’s word and power to lead him. Through his message, we could seek to find where we were hiding in our sinfulness and come out to God for forgiveness.
The theme message from Romans 5:8 “Christ died for me” was served by S. Benson; a young graduate who has been very faithful and humble. He repented his struggle with lust, human pride and accepted Jesus who died for him on the cross to lead him onwards. Second main message from Galatians 5:6 “ Walk by the spirit” came powerfully to challenge us to now seek to be led by God’s spirit once we accept Jesus salvation work on the cross for us. S. Simon a final year electrical Engineering student shepherd delivered this message very hilariously even though his demeanor is always silent and calm. Most attendants enjoyed his message with often laughter at every moment. They could fully accept God’s message through him and it was vivid through testimony sharing that God used him to open the hearts of His people to accept the message. He shared his struggle with lust and fight against his culture which required him to be a traditional warrior (Moran)  against  serving God. 
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Morning devotion messages for Friday, Saturday and Sunday were served by sisters Nicole, Beryl and Velma respectively. The messages came from John 4:13-14 “Jesus the living water”, Mark 5:24 “Your faith has healed you” and Luke 24:6 “He has risen”. The first two are final year student leaders while the latter is a young graduate. Their genuine testimonies laid a good foundation for the main messages during the day. Especially S. Velma repented her desire for money that led her to coning people online and stealing from their bank accounts. She confessed that the stolen money had not made any meaningful change in her life and now realized that the risen Christ is the only source of true satisfaction in life.
Two evening messages on Friday and Saturday were served by S. Job and Samson respectively. The messages came from Acts 3:19-20 “Repent and turn to God” and 1 Peter 2:9 “a royal priesthood” respectively. S. Job is a young graduate while S. Samson is a final year student leader. Especially S. Samson shared that his parents separated at a young age making him to be raised by his maternal uncle. Eventually all his identity and documents were registered in his uncle’s name causing a serious cultural conflict between him and his father him being a first born who needed to carry the name of the family and community. Effectively he lost his cultural identity, but God gave him a new spiritual identity as a royal priesthood. Their calm and graceful spirit made all of us to accept God’s message deeply in our hearts. 
During Saturday night, I shared a special lecture on house church. This was to lay foundation and understanding of house church. Since we have many graduates and final year students who are candidates for house church, we pray that this may set the pace for them to find spiritual direction and establish mission centred house churches in the near future. Through this lecture, many current house churches who did not establish their marriages properly were challenged to officiate their marriages. They also felt fully accepted by God if they repent when they learned the true meaning of house church. Through this lecture, we pray that God may begin to raise a new generation of mission centred house churches to strengthen and expand his mission work expansion in Kenya and beyond.
Finally on Sunday, M. Natan Bekit who joined our ministry in 2024 from Canada served us with the commissioning message from Mathew 28:19-20 “Go and make disciples of all nations” He was fearful of the culture, new people as well as he was struggling to settle in at his work and in our ministry. Now that he was more comfortable and feeling a sense of belonging to our ministry, he was now ready to actively participate in raising disciples of Jesus in Kenya going forward. He is now serving our High schoolers with bible study and sharing testimony with them every Sunday after worship service. Our mothers of prayer crowed the message by serving a powerful special song together just before his message.
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We thank God who worked very powerfully among our student members to also prepare and serve very well prepared skits for each main message, special dance and powerful praise and worship night on Saturday. It was a refreshing time in the lord when all co-worked and blended in with the powerful messages and testimony speakers  to lift up our spirits and renew our hearts once again for God’s mission.

As the main conference continued, our second gens also had their own conference led by S. Nancy and M. Esther. The high schoolers followed the main conference program and had their own bible study group led by M. Natan. 
We thank God who is using our senior leaders to serve our children well during our regular Sunday worship and this time during our conference. We noted an increase in number of children in our worship and conference too. Later on I learned that most of them were actually not children of our members but neighbours at home who after joining our worship, became attached and their parents entrusted them to our members to join our service with them every week. They now allowed them to spend the whole weekend together with our children joining the conference program too. It was a true revelation that the word of God was working and the faith of our members was having positive influence even in communities where they stay. 

Our CBF also served a special presentation during our main worship service at the offering time. 
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From this conference, I personally learned that most of those who joined were very willing and ready to sacrifice to learn Jesus salvation work for them through his death on the cross. They were what I would describe as good quality attendants. I learned that God’s work can only be done by God himself. All I need to do is come to him in prayer and present my fears and limitations to him and he will fill in the gaps and raise servants and co-workers for his glory. While helping messengers, I also got to deeply accept each message in my heart and as well accepted once again that Jesus truly died for me to an extent of saving a once lost, self-righteous and proud sinner like me to even be used as a leader for his ministry.
Prayer Topics

1. We pray that God may help each one of the attendants to accept Romans 5:8 and meet Jesus who died on the cross deeply  so that they may continue to grow as his servants in campus ministry

2. God may raise a new generation of faithful leaders from among final year students to continu w growing as co-workers for his mission in Kenya

3. God may bless our conference to be fruitful by raising new shepherds through our annual Discipleship devotional Camp which begins in one week’s time after the Easter conference.

One Word

Jesus died for me!

