
(United States) Community in Christ: Northeast Regional Summer Retreat

2025 (By Juan Seo)

The 2025 Northeast Regional Summer Retreat took place from July 4 to 6 at Spruce Lake
Retreat Center in Pennsylvania, with 202 participants from the Highland Park, New Jersey,
New York, Newark, Springfield, Trenton, and UMass chapters. After a 20-year hiatus, the
Northeast Region gathered once again for a united retreat, a deeply meaningful occasion that
brought healing, love, and unity among the members. The theme "Community in Christ "
focused on forgiveness, love, and reconciliation. The retreat was prayerfully and carefully
planned a young adult preparation committee.
Grace Chong (Newark) opened with "Love One Another" (1 John 4:7-21), testifying how God
helped her love and forgive a labmate. Emmanuel Ogbonna (NJ) gave a Saturday morning
message on "As I Have Loved You" (John 13), sharing how Jesus' love transformed his life and
the Nigerian UBF community. Samuel Choi (NY) preached "First Go and Be Reconciled" (Matt
5), sharing honest stories of reconciliation with a church brother, his wife, and father. Joseph
Han Jr. (NY) concluded with "Remain in Jesus to Bear the Fruit of Love" (John 15), inviting
remaining in Jesus and bearing the fruit of love. Morning devotions were shared by Joshua
Chong (Heb 4:16) and Joseph Sohn (Luke 18:1–8), both delivering deep, grace-filled messages.
Three powerful life testimonies were shared by Angela Ogbonna (NJ), Qasim Walker (Trenton),
and Eduardo Gomez (Trenton). Nine baptism candidates—David Baek, Sayuri Chavez, Stephen
Gonsalves, Joseph Lee, Samuel Lee, Daniel Seo, and Brandon Wiesen (all from New York),
Daniel Koo (UMass), and Isaac Lee (New Jersey)—shared moving testimonies and received
baptism officiated by Juan Seo, with prayer from Moses Kang.
Eighteen group Bible studies and reflection groups were organized by age and gender. Special
programs included the Missionary sending of Grace Park (NJ) to Dubai with prayer by Andrew
Choi and Samuel Shin (NY); Belize mission report by Eunice Safos (NY); Special testimony from
Jay Hu (UMass), soon to begin teaching in Iowa; Community Praise Night and United Chorus &
Orchestra, beautifully led by Joseph Lee (NJ); NY UBF Skit led by Abraham and Suzanne Jung,
humorously highlighted unity in Christ; joyful worship led by praise teams; campfire, sports
fellowship, presiders, prayer servants, and icebreakers all played key roles in spiritual
encouragement.
God worked powerfully among us, granting us forgiveness, reconciliation, and love, and



restoring unity throughout the retreat. Initially, we planned to hold this regional retreat every
4 to 5 years. But through this retreat, we witnessed the powerful work of the Holy Spirit and
realized clearly that God is pleased when we come together in unity. As a result, we have
decided to gather again for the Northeast Regional Summer Retreat next year. We ask for
continued prayers as we prepare for next year's retreat, trusting that God will continue to
build community in Christ in the Northeast Region.


