2024 Calgary and SAIT Joint Summer Retreat Report

A report prepared by Matthew Jun
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34a).

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs” (John 21:15).

While preparing for the conference over a short period of two months, we experienced
God’s help and guidance. Four missionary families worked together from the beginning to plan
the conference. The missionaries served with a sense of stewardship and prayed together for
spiritual revival and discipleship through the retreat.

We started planning late and had difficulty finding a conference place. Although Abe
Sohn and I contacted many places, they were either already booked or did not rent out during the
summer. Consequently, we decided to hold the conference in the Province of Saskatchewan,
which is a 6-hour drive away. However, when I attended the Mission Revival prayer meeting, he
was greatly encouraged by witnessing many coworkers receive answers to their prayers. About a
month before the retreat, the missionaries in the Calgary region prayed together again and
searched for a conference place within Alberta. Then we could find several potential conference
centers and were able to choose the best one. We thank God for hearing our prayers and for
many missionary coworkers who visited the conference sites with me despite their busy
schedules.

When missionaries prayed together in unity, the hearts of the people were moved. When
we prayed together earnestly for potential attendees, the next day, I received a text from a Bible
student informing us that he would attend the conference. Another Bible student, who had not
decided to attend it, decided to attend. The Tayo family was able to attend it. We saw God open
people's hearts and give them desires, which encouraged us to pray more in unity. The following
are the characteristics of the conference and what we are thankful for:

First, we thank God for the gentle but gracious work of the Word. There were four
messages and one baptismal message during the conference. On the first day evening, Carter
preached based on Genesis 1, clearly revealing the wonderful order and providence of God's
creation and the absolute value of every creature before God. It was his debut as a messenger,
but his heart was filled with grace. Afterward, we had a fun icebreaker with Bible Jeopardy to
open the hearts and minds of the people, followed by a campfire. On the morning of the second
day, John Kang delivered a heart-moving message about Jesus' love and grace in calling
Zacchaeus, and Zacchaeus' true repentance and turnaround. In the evening of the second day,
Abraham Namshik Kim gave a clear message of the absolute love of Jesus who died in our place,
and in the Sunday service on the last day, Abe Sohn shared the love of Jesus who loves us more
than anything else, wants us to do the same for him, and wants us to shepherd his sheep. The 2™
gen missionaries, Bible students, and missionaries who attended the conference received the
grace of the Word.



Second, we thank God for the 2" gens and Bible students at both UBF churches. When I
thought of the 2" gens, I had an impatient heart, but seeing the Lord slowly leading and growing
them in their faith made me sing praises of thanksgiving. Esther has served faithfully an
icebreaker session, and singalong, played piano, and led a GBS group. Gyungmin has also
faithfully been serving singalong weekly and prepared his life testimony this time, giving a
moving testimony of God's grace in leading him personally throughout his university years. He
has been accepted into a master's program in chemical engineering starting from this September
at the University of Calgary, and we can see the victory the Lord is giving him. The other 2"
gens are also growing slowly but surely. We pray that the Lord will grow Esther, Daniel, Joseph,
Gyungmin, Seongmin, Little Joseph, Ruth, Hannah, Immanuel, Little Daniel, and Little Esther
into disciples of Jesus and missionaries.

David and Nhial, from Sudan, have a clear grace of conversion and a desire to become
Bible teachers. Maggie has only been a believer for a few years, but she has a pure faith that is
willing to live by the Word and endure hardships. Matthew (a Bible student) listened earnestly to
the Word at the conference. We pray that the Lord will knock on his heart. Duwii attended the
conference by faith and enjoyed the Lord's grace. Carter, Cassidy, and Yugy are also full of the
Lord's grace and are growing well. John (2¢ gen) will be a freshman at the University of Calgary
this September, and we pray that he will grow as a disciple of the Lord during his university life
on campus.

We give thanks to God for Eden. He grew up as a shepherd in Edmonton UBF and has
been working as a software engineer at a hotel in Lake Louise on a work visa after graduation.
He attended the conference and was strengthened by the Word. We pray that he may be able to
get his permanent residency visa soon, start his MBA program next year, and continue to live as
a campus shepherd.

We are thankful that Tayo's family attended the conference with his 3 children and
mother-in-law. We pray that the Lord may shepherd and guide this family.

Third, we thank God that five people were baptized, made the decision to commit their
lives to Him, and were welcomed into the community of believers. Five brothers and sisters,
Carter, Cassidy, Yugy, Maggie, and Gyungmin, were baptized. In preparation for the baptisms,
we organized four Bible studies. Each week, the group met after the Sunday service and studied
one lesson each on the meaning and importance of baptism and life afterward. Through these
studies, the hearts of the brothers and sisters were prepared, and the missionaries who attended
the baptismal Bible study together also had time to reflect and thank the Lord for His grace. On
the afternoon of the second day of the conference, I preached a baptismal message on the theme
of new life in Christ. We pray that the Lord will raise these precious brothers and sisters as His
precious servants and the next generation of leaders.

Fourth, we thank God for the voluntary service and dedication of all our missionaries.
Thank God for the way you bring missionaries together to pray, study the Bible together, and
prepare for retreats. Thank God that many missionaries traveled to distant conference sites
together, familiarizing themselves with the conference environment and preparing for it in



advance. | pray that God may continue to guide and empower us and bless us to make disciples
of our 2" gens and Bible students through our one-on-one Bible studies.

Through the retreat, I looked at the cross of Jesus who died in my place, and realized that
it is the proof of Jesus' absolute love for me - there is no clearer proof than the cross of Jesus -
and I learned that it is Jesus' will for me to love Him and to shepherd His sheep. There are still
many things that [ love besides the Lord, but Jesus loved me more than anything else, sacrificing
his own life and resurrecting from the dead. Having received such love, I should love Jesus more
than all of these things. I fervently pray that the Lord will purify my heart every moment so that |
can live a life of praying to Him and shepherding His sheep. I pray that the Lord will give
Canada a spiritual revival so that His love, grace, and truth will overflow in each person's life
and the church community.
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that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs” (John 21:15).
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